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ASIA AND THE NEAR EAST 

Sri Lankan Student Learns Business Savvy 
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka—Although Shiraz YESL is popular among students because 
Thowfeek’s father nearly went broke selling of its interactive teaching approach, use of 
tires, Shiraz learned in high school how to information technology, and relevance to the 
turn the tire company into a thriving business. world outside the classroom. 

U.S. support for high school business IBM Country Manager Kavan Ratnayake, 
classes helped Thowfeek and thousands of who sponsors a program in his hometown, 
other Sri Lankan students prepare to com- said the classes teach English-language com� 
pete in the marketplace. petency as well as business skills. 

At one point after his father’s five shops Topics include teamwork, saving money, 
failed, Thowfeek could not even afford to the roles of individuals and families in the 
ride the school bus and walked the three economy, career opportunities, personal eco� 
miles to school. nomics, enterprise in action, the international 

Six years later, Thowfeek, 22, sits behind marketplace, the economics of staying in 
his father’s old desk and is the boss of school, and job-hunting skills. 
General Automotives Trading Company. His Students also establish and run small busi� 
father serves as his advisor. nesses themselves. They sell stock, elect 

Thowfeek credits much of his success to officers, produce and market products and 
skills he acquired during his last two years at services, keep records, and conduct stock-
high school through the Young Entrepreneurs holder meetings. When the program is over, 
Sri Lanka (YESL) program, a USAID- they liquidate their assets and usually return 
funded affiliate of Junior Achievement a profit. 
International that runs 112 such programs When he was in high school, Thowfeek Michael DeSisti, USAID 

Shiraz Thowfeek learned how to run his father’s tire business profitably with the help of the Young 
Entrepreneurs Sri Lanka program. 

worldwide. helped run “Big Fresh,” subcontracting with 
The YESL program fosters “can do” atti- local homemakers to provide buns, rolls, 

tudes, entrepreneurial savvy, and a solid cake, and toffee for special events at the 
understanding of modern business and mar- school and in the community. When the 
keting principles. school cafeteria complained it was losing and a good name,” says Thowfeek. “If I treat it. They appreciate that and try to help.” ★ 

Since 1998, USAID has helped the pro- business, “the principal supported us,” said my employees and customers well, I’ll do 
gram reach more than 20,000 students at 193 Thowfeek. “He said, ‘Give the students good business. The bank is my partner. So By Micheal DeSisti, USAID/Sri Lanka. 

schools throughout the southern, central, and better stuff, and you’ll have more business.’” are the income tax people. I’m frank with www.usaid.gov: Keyword Sri Lanka 
western regions. “Business is all about relationships, trust, everybody. If I have a problem, we talk about 

EUROPE AND EURASIA 

New Albanian Law Says Officials With Access 
to Public Funds Must Declare Their Assets 
TIRANA, Albania—Senior officials lining 
their pockets with funds skimmed from 
public works projects; tax authorities 
taking bribes instead of prosecuting tax 
evasion; customs inspectors winking at 
smuggling in exchange for payoffs—these 
are common practices in Albania. 

Although all Albanian public officials 
are required by law to declare their assets, 
few comply. None has been penalized. No 
data have been recorded and no software 
devised to regulate data entry and use. In 
sum, government revenues remain an 
inviting target for fraud and corruption. 

But this is changing. On April 10, 2003, 
the Albanian Coalition Against Corruption 
(ACAC), assisted by a USAID grant to 
Management Systems International (MSI), 
helped convince Parliament to revise the 
Law on the Declaration of Assets by Public 
Officials. 

For 18 months, the government resisted a 
new anticorruption law. “We do not need 
an expensive body to monitor us; we can do 
it ourselves,” said one legislator. Another 
protested that they could not make assets 
public because “we risk having our chil� 
dren kidnapped and [ourselves] even being 
murdered.” 

ACAC’s work began with a systematic 
analysis of the factors feeding corruption, 
including the lack of transparency in public 
officials’ financial disclosures. Next, they 

mounted a public awareness campaign, 
pressuring officials through the media and 
in face-to-face debates. They also lobbied 
Parliament vigorously. 

“Seldom do the ruling party and the 
opposition agree on anything in Albania,” 
says Eric Richardson, USAID/Albania 
democracy and governance officer. “This is 
an important step forward for USAID’s 
anticorruption efforts.” 

“Organizations within ACAC felt 
strengthened to fight corruption with 
USAID behind them,” said a coalition 
member. 

Under the new law, all declarations will 
be public. The requirement to declare 
assets will apply only to officials who have 
access to public funds, and an independent 
enforcement body called the High 
Inspectorate will be created. 

The challenge now will be for the gov� 
ernment to crack down on corruption and 
prosecute those responsible for it. 

Bardhi Kadilli, the deputy chief of party 
at MSI, said, “Two years ago no one was 
thinking the coalition would survive. 
Everyone was laughing at us.” Now, how-
ever, he is anticipating within a year a 
system that promotes transparency and 
accountability to reduce the level of cor� 
ruption in Albania’s public finance. ★ 
www.usaid.gov: keyword Albania 

Kreshnik Spahiu of the Albanian Coalition Against Corruption was instrumental in the passage of a 
law requiring public officials to declare their financial assets. 




